
 
 

The King Matt Theatre Presents: 

 
 

The Green Wanderer 
By Liliana Bardijewska 

Translated by Julia Siedlanowska 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Green Wanderer 
By Liliana Bardijewska 

Translated by Julia Siedlanowska 
 

May 6th-October 2017 (Touring) 
 

MAY TOUR DATES: 
 

May 6th 12:15pm Port Moody Fingerling Festival  
300 Ioco Rd, Port Moody, BC 

http://www.portmoody.ca/index.aspx?page=169 
 

May 13th 3pm Balding for Dollars at the BC Children's Hospital 
4480 Oak St, Vancouver, BC 

http://baldingfordollars.com/ 
 

May 25th 11am Surrey International Children's Festival 
Bear Creek Park 13820 88 Ave, Surrey, BC 

http://www.surrey.ca/childrensfestival/47.aspx   

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.portmoody.ca/index.aspx?page=169
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fbaldingfordollars.com%2F&h=ATMFYlKOg6XvCRChl9_a8PU_VikLxVAAe2QBSAVp2RzFjs5TfbFwcFcBem4QVCEtmNnKCSDqQDc82BStsiSzR8NeZgaQyxpTN954_yDs1Dxbu_Ldd5uD7md1NTxbHe-lDR8&enc=AZMfqse9uH5bMzHKy-3NKvg3l0rxOksai8-e_cSDxzjXyZ6WocjXSSlrxF0W_3QFIqc&s=1
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.surrey.ca%2Fchildrensfestival%2F47.aspx&h=ATP0R7aN_lV52ZB5wuLl2mAWwLDxGa4-yC_otd2sqju39Bh5o5gOU_1lICXQ7ORKN-SqRV8bA3HhdhUNhkxRQe23cfWOHQ0Rhtjk2jVmLcY321FkQCM1WuYcw_NI7lJECcY&enc=AZMfCEu2htUFqtEh2T1mu0KI7dIUZLH9QMldU789K4iwvycnbjf0p7CnIu9HIx0J_fc&s=1


 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The Green Wanderer 
By Liliana Bardijewska 

 
CREATIVE TEAM: 

Directed by Julia Siedlanowska 
Produced by Andrzej Gajos 

 
Featuring: Sarah Roa, Elizabeth Kirkland, Lissa Neptuno 

 
Puppet Design and Builder: Randi Edmunson 

Stage Manager: Bogumila Siedlanowska 
Sound Design and Composition: Matthew Horrigan 

Costume Design: Joanna Kopplinger 
Set Design: Jared Raschke 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
ABOUT THE KING MATT THEATRE 

 
The King Matt Theatre is an offshoot of the Vancouver Polish Theatre and is dedicated to 

producing English translations of work for young audiences by Polish authors. 
 

The King Matt Theatre is named after Polish-Jewish playwright Janusz Korczak’s novel King Matt 
The First, an adaptation of which marked the theatre’s inaugural performance at the 2011 

Vancouver International Chutzpah! Festival.    
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
More info: www.polishtheatrevancouver.ca  
Keep up to date with the tour dates here: 

https://www.facebook.com/events/1339126826176077/?ti=cl  
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About the Play  
 
Short Description: 
 

The Green Wanderer, which has been written for the youngest audiences, is a 
poetic fairy-tale about friendship and the need for dreams. Its green hero, an inhabitant 
of grey Creatureland, begins a search for the green river, in order to observe themself in 
the reflection of its water. In the course of their unusual wanderings they make the 
acquaintance of the intrepid snail Azure, the wilful Cinnabar wind, the unhappy bird 
Carmine, a philosophical bear and the suspicious green porcupine. When, after many 
adventures, they eventually find the green river, the Green Wanderer is suddenly 
overcome by a longing for their grey home, and returns there by way of the rainbow 
bridge. 
 

Longer Description: 
 

The Green Wanderer is a lyrical fairy tale full of warm humour for the youngest 
children (age 5 to 8), about friendship, tolerance, the need to have a dream, and the art 
of being different. 
 
  Its hero, Creature, who lives in grey Creatureland, wakes up one day and finds 
out that they’re green. (Please note “they” is used as a gender-neutral pronoun for 
Creature.) But the grey river shows them a grey reflection, because Creatureland is 
unaware of any other colours. So Creature decides to set off into the world in search of 
a green river, so they can see their greenness for themself. Their unusual journey will 
take them through various colourful but monotone lands, from blue to green. And the 
inhabitants of each one will greet Creature in a different way: in the land of blue they 
will want to make them blue by force; in the land of red they will greet them as 
someone unique, worthy of a royal crown; in the land of yellow - kingdom of fun and 
games - Creature will understand that all are equal; in the land of white fog they will see 
that colours can disappear too; and in the land of green they will finally cease to be 
different - they will be green like everyone else. 
 
  On their travels Creature will meet lots of new friends who will help them on 
their journey - brave Azure the Snail, Cinnabar the mischievous wind, Queen Crimson 
the dethroned bird, a philosophical polar Bear and suspicious green Porcupine. From 
each of them they will get an unusual, but inconspicuous-looking gift that will show 
them the way ahead - a grain of sand, an icicle, a feather, a drop of water. From the 
green river Creature will return to their grey homeland over the rainbow bridge, to tell 
the others creatures about the world’s colours and change grey Creatureland forever. 



 
 
 
 
 

About the Playwright 
 
LILIANA BARDIJEWSKA 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bardijewska is a Polish playwright, author of several radio and stage plays for children staged in 
many puppet theatres in Poland. She has won several prizes in drama competitions organized 
by the Centre of Art for Children (CAC) in Poznan. Her plays for children were published in 
publications of the CAC and “Behind the Eight’s Mountain”. She also writes novels, short stories 
and fairy tales for children. Her books “The Green Wanderer” and “The House of Eight 
Mysteries” were awarded the title “The Book of the Year” by the Polish Section of the 
International Board on Books for Young People (IBBY.) 
 
“The House...” was also placed on the White Ravens List 2007 by Internationale 
Jugendbibliothek in Munich and on the IBBY Honour List 2008.   
 
Her plays are in the repertory of five Polish theatres, and are produced around the world. 

 

  

 



 
 
 
A Word with the Director 
 
What are you excited about for this show?  
 

I am very excited about the script. It was written in 2001 and could not be more 
timely now. Bardijewska takes us on a fantastic journey by way of The Green Wanderer, 
a creature who finds one day that they’ve woken up green in the land of grey. They are 
suddenly different from the rest. As The Green Wanderer searches for a green river to 
see their true reflection, they pass through many different lands- The Land of Azure, 
Cinnabar, the Crimson Kingdom, the Land of the Whitest Whiteness, and finally, the 
Land of Green where they see their true reflection. They go home having completed 
their journey. In the end, the dwellers of grey Creatureland decide to play in rainbow 
colours. It is a story about tolerance that is as important for adults to hear as it is for 
children. Its telling is at once touching, funny, poignant and deeply relevant!  
 
The amount of physical comedy that is possible between the puppets and the actors is 
fantastic. Randi Edmundson has created such adorable and animated hand puppets, and 
the actors have a ton of experience working in this genre. They draw you in and don’t let 
go. We are already having so much fun in rehearsals. The music is layered and engaging, 
and we are developing some really varied choreography- from a gentle start, to fun and 
cheesy Broadway knockoffs, the forty minutes couldn’t be filled with more joy.    
 

 
 

-Julia Siedlanowska 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
The Puppets!  
 
In this production, we will be using hand puppets. Each puppet has six different colours 
to change into! Here are some photos of the puppets in progress: 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
What the actors are excited about: 
 

“As a mom of two small children, I feel compelled to work on shows that propagate 

caring, understanding, compassion and love.” 
- Elizabeth Kirkland (Puppeteer) 
 

“Puppets!” 

- Lissa Neptuno (Puppeteer) 
 
 
 

And… 
 

“ It's a fun challenge to figure out how to make the puppets transform in each 

different coloured land. ” 
- Randi Edmundson (puppet designer) 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

About Janusz Korczak 
 
Janusz Korczak, the pen name of Henryk Goldszmit (22 July 1878 or 1879 – 7 August 1942), was 
a Polish-Jewish educator, children's author, and pediatrician known as Pan Doktor ("Mr. 
Doctor") or Stary Doktor ("Old Doctor"). After spending many years working as director of an 
orphanage in Warsaw, he refused sanctuary repeatedly and stayed with his orphans when the 
entire population of the institution was sent from the Ghetto to the Treblinka extermination 
camp, during the Grossaktion Warsaw of 1942. 
 

Born in Warsaw to a Jewish family, he was an agnostic in later life who did not believe in forcing 
religion on children.  In 1896 he debuted on the literary scene with a satirical text on raising 
children, Węzeł gordyjski. 

In 1898 he used Janusz Korczak as a writing pseudonym in the Ignacy Jan Paderewski Literary 
Contest. During the years 1898–1904 Korczak studied medicine at the University of 
Warsaw[4] and also wrote for several Polish language newspapers. After graduation he became 
a pediatrician. During the Russo-Japanese War in 1905–1906 he served as a military doctor. 
Meanwhile, his book Child of the Drawing Room (Dziecko salonu) gained him some literary 
recognition. 

In 1907–1908 Korczak went to study in Berlin. While working for the Orphan's Society in 1909 he 
met Stefania Wilczyńska, his future closest associate. In 1911–1912 he became a director 
of Dom Sierot in Warsaw, the orphanage of his own design for Jewish children. He hired 
Wilczyńska as his assistant. There he formed a kind-of-a-republic for children with its own 
small parliament, court, and a newspaper.  

Korczak spoke against corporal punishment of children at a time when such treatment was 
considered a parental entitlement or even duty.  

In 1926 Korczak arranged for the children of the Dom Sierot to begin their own newspaper, 
the Mały Przegląd (Little Review), as a weekly attachment to the daily Polish-Jewish 
Newspaper Nasz Przegląd (Our Review). In these years, his secretary was the noted Polish 
novelist Igor Newerly. 

During the 1930s he had his own radio program where he promoted and popularized the rights 
of children. In 1933 he was awarded the Silver Cross of the Polonia Restituta. Between 1934–36 
Korczak traveled every year to Mandate Palestine and visited its kibbutzim, which led to some 
anti-semitic commentaries in the Polish press. Additionally, it spurred his estrangement with the 
non-Jewish orphanage he had also been working for.  

In 1939, when World War II erupted…When the Germans created the Warsaw Ghetto in 1940, 
his orphanage was forced to move from its building, Dom Sierot at Krochmalna 92 to 
the Ghetto (first to Chłodna 33 and later to Sienna 16 / Śliska 9). Korczak moved in with them. In 
July, Janusz Korczak decided that the children in the orphanage should put on Rabindranath 
Tagore’s play, The Post Office. 
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On 5 or 6 August 1942, German soldiers came to collect the 192 orphans (there is some debate 
about the actual number: it may have been 196), and about one dozen staff members, to 
transport them to Treblinka extermination camp. Korczak had been offered sanctuary on the 
“Aryan side” by Żegota but turned it down repeatedly, saying that he could not abandon his  

 

 

children. On 5 August he again refused offers of sanctuary, insisting that he would go with the 
children. He stayed with the children all the way until the end. 

The children were dressed in their best clothes, and each carried a blue knapsack and a favorite 
book or toy. Joshua Perle, an eyewitness, described the procession of Korczak and the children 
through the ghetto to the Umschlagplatz (deportation point to the death camps): 

Janusz Korczak was marching, his head bent forward, holding the hand of a child, without a hat, 
a leather belt around his waist, and wearing high boots. A few nurses were followed by two 
hundred children, dressed in clean and meticulously cared for clothes, as they were being 
carried to the altar. 

— Ghetto eyewitness, Joshua Perle 

According to a popular legend, when the group of orphans finally reached the Umschlagplatz, 
an SS officer recognized Korczak as the author of one of his favorite children's books and offered 
to help him escape. By another version, the officer was acting officially, as the Nazi authorities 
had in mind some kind of "special treatment" for Korczak (some prominent Jews with 
international reputations were sent to Theresienstadt). Whatever the offer, Korczak once again 
refused. He boarded the trains with the children and was never heard from again. 

 
Source: Wikipedia 
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CAST/CREW 
 
Sarah Roa – Creature 

Sarah Roa is a performing artist based in Vancouver. She is alumni of 
the theatre programs at both UBC and Douglas College. A few of her 
past productions include: The Drowning Girls (Theatre North West), 
Robinson Crusoe (Axis Theatre), And Bella Sang With Us (And Bella 
Collective), Pride & Prejudice (Arts Club), A Tale of Happiness (King 
Matt Theatre), and The Faerie Play (Mortal Coil Performance). Sarah 
is excited to announce that she will be on tour again with Axis 
Theatre January 2018, inspiring young minds through theatre and 
live performance! 
 
 

 
Elizabeth Kirkland – Puppeteer  

Elizabeth is an actor, mom, Alley Theatre and Staircase Theatre board 
member, puppeteer and emerging producer. Theatre highlights 
include A Christmas Carol (5 consecutive years as Belle) and Much 
Ado About Nothing (Hero) both for Theatre Calgary, Amadeus for 
Alberta Theatre Projects, The Concierge of Vancouver for Matchmaker 
Productions, A Tomb With a View for Genus Theatre and Upintheair 
Theatre, Cocktails at Pam’s for Staircase Equity Coop, Nordost for The 
Troika Collective and Wicked Shorts and Three Stories Up for Alley 
Theatre. As a puppeteer Elizabeth performs in a show about Juvenile 
Idiopathic Arthritis for the Cassie and Friends Society for Children with 
Juvenile Arthritis and other Rheumatic Diseases. As an actor, Elizabeth 
performed as a man, in drag for Classic Chic and Pacific Theatre's 
production of Corleone: The Shakespearean Godfather. 

 
Lissa Neptuno – Puppeteer  
 

 Lissa Neptuno is happy and proud to be part of this project, and 
thanks Julia Siedlanowska for bringing her on board. Lissa's theatre 
credits include The Nether (RedCurrant Collective/Firehall Arts 
Centre), Dogfight (Semper Fi Collective/Pacific Theatre), and 36 Views 
(TempusTheatre). She can also be seen on television in Gracepoint, 
Lucifer, and Minority Report. Lissa is a graduate of Studio 58. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
Julia Siedlanowska – Director 
 

Julia was born and is currently living as a theatre maker on unceded 
Coast Salish Territories. Last year she completed her apprenticeship 
at Pacific Theatre directing Any Night by Daniel Arnold and Medina 
Hahn. Recently she produced Kara Nolte's AUX.LA.MORE, directed  
Umizoko for The Only Animal's Generation Hot, participated in the 
Wet Ink Collective, worked as a young ambassador for the PuSh 
International Performing Arts Festival, and with Full Circle at the 
Talking Stick Festival. Recently she worked as assistant director to 
Mindy Parfitt on Corleone for Classic Chic Productions. This summer 
she will be participating in Terrain of Thought with Jumblies Theatre 
in Toronto on their projects Talking Treaties and Iftar Nights (with 
Jumblies offshoot Mabelle Arts), deepening her passion for 

community arts. Julia is co-artistic director of Shakespeare Unchained, a company she runs with 
Calgary based dance artist Kara Nolte, which explores classic texts through dance and 
theatre. Julia holds a BA in Acting from the University of Wales. www.juliasiedlanowska.com  
 
Randi Edmundson – Puppet Designer 
 

Randi Edmundson is a puppeteer, actor, and theatre creator from 
Vancouver. Favourite puppetry credits include James and the Giant 
Peach (Chemainus Theatre Festival), The House at Pooh Corner 
(Western Canada Theatre), Freddie in the Neighbourhood (The Little 
Onion Puppet Company), Trunk Puppet Now! (The Old Trout Puppet 
Workshop/ NOW! Society), and Kolejka (star star theatre). Randi has 
designed and built puppets for the King Matt Theatre, Project X 
Theatre, star star theatre, Impulse Theatre, and The Little Onion 
Puppet Company. Randi has a BFA in Theatre from the University of 
Victoria and studied puppetry at the Banff Puppet Theatre Intensive 
and with Mind of a Snail, Ramshackle Productions, Jeny Cassady, and 
Mervyn Millar.  

 
Matthew Horrigan – Composer and Sound Designer 

Matthew Horrigan grew up in Barrhaven (Nepean) (Ottawa) and 
played classical piano throughout his adolescence, taking lessons 
with Hoda Nassim and Elisa Lane.  In 2010 he moved to Montreal 
to pursue an undergraduate degree in music composition, studying 
principally with John Rea and Brian Cherney.  Around this time he 
rejigged his emo songwriting practice to produce experimental 
poetry and joined Cole Gleason and Austin Lloyd in the folk/rock 

band Sister Island.  Matthew now lives in Vancouver after completing his MFA at SFU under the 
supervision of Arne Eigenfeldt.  He performs regularly as part of the Constrained Creations 

http://www.juliasiedlanowska.com/


Collective (Co.Crea.Tive), contributes micro-agent software to the Musebot project, and co-
produces the new-music radio show re:composition, about new concert music, on CFRO 
100.5FM Vancouver Co-op Radio. 
 
Jared Raschke – Set Designer 

I'm super excited to be working on a puppet show again! It's starting to 
become a trend, but you won't hear me complaining! Some recent design 
credits include: Set design for Freddie in the Neighborhood (Little Onion 
Puppet Company),Wizard of Oz/Munsch Upon a Time (Project X Theatre), 
Set/Lighting design and puppeteer for Kolejka (star star theatre) Mockus 
(Chimera Theatre), and Medea (Westsyde Secondary). 
 
 
 

 
Bogumila Siedlanowska – Stage Manager 

Bogumila Siedlanowska finished her Master and Engineer Degree in 
Zootechnics at the Agricultural University in Warsaw before 
emigrating from Poland. Originally, Bogusia watched her husband 
and daughter’s endeavors in theatre until she accidentally fell into 
the role of stage manager during the Vancouver Polish Theatre’s run 
of Zolta Szlafmyca. She has been indispensable ever since. She has 
since stage managed for the productions of King Matt the First, Na 
Pelnym Mozu & Czarowna Noc, Chlopcy, The Basilisk, Kabaret 
Starszych Panow, Jack and Maggie, Tango, A Tale About Happiness, 

Every Dragon Knows the Story, and most recently Świeczka Zgasła & Zrzędność i Przekora. 
Bogusia is delighted to be working on this production of The Green Wanderer. The performances 
at hospitals while on tour hold a special place in her heart as Bogumila’s grandson was born 3 
months premature. She knows what it’s like to deal with children struggling with their health 
and hopes this play will brighten their and their family’s day.   
 
Joanna Kopplinger – Costume Designer 
 

Joanna Kopplinger is one of the creators of the "King Matt Theatre" 
designing and producing costumes and stage decorations for all previous 
performances with the theatre. She holds a degree in Toy Design, and a 
diploma in Fashion Design and Merchandising. For more than 20 years 
Joanna designed children's toys for one of the world's largest 
manufacturers of dolls and doll's accessories. Presently she owns her 
own company "Udoo Planet Creations Ltd" whose purpose is to create 
innovative toys and accessories for children. 
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