
 “Wyspa” 
Generation Hot: WATERBORNE  
 
 

Wyspa is an all-ages performance piece created as part of 
The Only Animal's Generation Hot performance series for 
Vancouver Fringe Festival 2017. Youth will have the unique 
opportunity to create their own performance within a live theatre 
piece and learn the process of making documentary theatre. 
Participation is FREE. Snacks will be provided throughout the 
rehearsal process.  
 
More info here: http://www.theonlyanimal.com/show/waterborne 
  

Youth aged 5-18 will interview their parents and other members of their community with 
whom they have close trust and connection on the topic of Water in order to gather material for 
their own performance sections. These interviews will be workshopped with the youth and 
excerpts from the interviews will be incorporated into the script developed by Julia 
Siedlanowska, Kanon Hewitt and the group.  
  
Show Description: A group of youth stranded on an urchin-infested island guide the audience through a 

magic-infused ceremony, and explore their world views that have turned them into survivors. Part 

documentary/verbatim script driven by youth aged 5-18. 

The topic of water was chosen as a way for youth to engage with climate change in a 
way that will gather multiple perspectives. Participants will learn about their surrounding 
environments in a way that is actively creative and engaging, living in a city so close to the 
Salish Sea and its adjoining waterways. Performance roles will be created by the youth during 
the workshops using selected quotes from their individual interviews, and they will use photos 
and drawings to create original projection designs. The youth will perform these roles in 
Waterborne, which will premier in September as part of Vancouver Fringe Festival 2017's line-
up. We would like to stimulate communication between the youth and their parents in order for 
them to engage in topics around water. 
 
TO APPLY: Please email Julia at siedlanowskaj@gmail.com or call 604 616 7381 with name 
and age of participant.  
**EVERYONE WELCOME.** Please feel free to contact us with any specific questions.  
  
Dates: 
 
August 6th- Open workshop for youth aged 5-18 to attend. This will involve collaborative 

theatre games. Participants will also interview each other in smaller groups, creating a short 
movement piece to share with the group at the end. Participants will be given tasks based on 
and appropriate to their respective and varying ages. Here we will observe how each youth is 
able to work in a group and where their interests in the project lie. Participants who are able to 
commit to the full project timeline will be invited to participate in the full rehearsal and 
performance process.  

 

http://www.theonlyanimal.com/show/waterborne
mailto:siedlanowskaj@gmail.com


August 13th- Returning participants will practice interviewing one another again. Another short 
movement and text based piece will be created from this. They will then be assigned the 
homework of interviewing their parents on the topic of water.  
 
August 20th- Participants will share interview material and thoughts. (Younger participants may 
be accommodated by parent if necessary.)  

 
August 24th- September 5th- Participants will work together to create a 60 minute 
performance piece with singing, movement and text to share at the Vancouver Fringe Festival. 
Rehearsals will be scheduled based on the specific needs of the group. (For example: older 
participants may have separate dramaturgical sessions to develop longer texts, while younger 
participants may work fewer hours and have group scenes with less complicated texts.) 
Participants will also take photos, videos and draw pictures that will later be presented as part of 
the performance to enhance their creative design input as well as aesthetics of the piece.  
 
 
Rehearsal location and exact times TBD. Please don’t hesitate to contact us with any 
questions. Julia at siedlanowskaj@gmail.com or call 604 616 7381. 
 
 
 
Many Thanks,   
 
 
Julia Siedlanowska and Kanon Hewitt 
Lead artists, Wyspa 
Generation Hot: Waterborne 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This project is made possible by a grant from the City of Vancouver, ArtStarts Creative Spark 
Vancouver, and is created in partnership with The Only Animal. 
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